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Historic Centre of Saint Petersburg (540-001) – Main City Space
The principal value of the city is its horizontal skyline

"Lakhta Centre“. Skyscraper: Idea of Gazprom to create
of new symbol of Saint-Petersburg, 2011
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"Lakhta Centre“. Skyscraper:
Presentation of the project by the head of Gazprom A. Miller and the former
governor of St. Petersburg V. Matvienko to Prime Minister D. Medvedev, 2011

Map of the visual impact of a skyscraper on the St. Petersburg
World Heritage Site

The UNESCO WHC demanded that a Heritage Impact Assessment for Lakhta
Centre be carried out, 2011.
An official assessment was not carried out

The Results of a Heritage
Impact Assessment by
ICOMOS SPb, 2013

0
Letter to the Governor of St. Petersburg
G. Poltavchenko about the results of the
Assessment

Discussion and Resolutions by CIVVIH. Budapest, 2013

Eleonora Mitrofanova: UNESCO
supports Lakhta Centre,
2011-2015

Skyscraper "Lakhta Centre“
November 2017

Skyscraper "Lakhta Centre“ and
Bronze Horseman
March 2018

Skyscraper "Lakhta Centre“.
Assemble of Old Saint Petersburg Stock Exchange
and Rostral Columns in 2014 (right), 2017 and 2018

No comments

Cartoonist Victor Bogorad, 2008

“Renaissance“ Hotel, 2004
The former residential building (Pochtamtskaya Street, 4) was reconstructed for the hotel in 2004. A high glass
superstructure was erected illegally. It spoiled many city views and panoramas, but nobody was punished for that.

“Mont Blanc”, 2003-2008
The residential and business complex
"Mont Blanc" (Bolshoy Sampsonievsky
Prospect, 4) was built in 2003-2008. and
significantly distorted the protected
panoramas of the Main City Space.

"Stockmann-Nevsky Center" shopping center shapes the image of one of the
central squares of the city in which the Moscow railway station is located.
This is one of the main "gates" to St. Petersburg. The new complex was built
on the site of demolished historic buildings. Their facades were
reconstructed, but a multi-story attic
was erected above the building. The
panorama of the square was distorted.

Stockmann-Nevsky Center
shopping complex
Vosstaniya Square, 2008-2010

The building was constructed as a hotel, but was subsequently purchased
by Gazprom Export. The facades are designed in the style of Italian palazzo.
The building does not match the scale of the square and the nearby
masterpiece of Carlo Rossi, the Alexandrinsky Theater. Because of its rich
sculptural decor, the new building looks like a competitor and parody of it.

"Gazprom export“
office building ,
2005-2008

Two distorted perspectives:
Shpalernaya Street and
Bolshoy Prospekt of
Vasilievsky Island
The first one was blocked by a
multi-storey residential building
(Bolsheokhtinsky Prospekt, 9,
2005-2010), the second one was
blocked by oblique pillars of the
bridge of the new highway (20142015).

The new bridges, stadium and skyscraper (2006-2017)
The new bridges distorted the view of the Gulf of Finland from the special
historic site - the Spit ("arrow") of Yelagin Island. The negative urban effect
is aggravated by the stadium and skyscraper of Gazprom.

2006

2017

“The Parade Quarter”, 2006-2014
The buildings of the
residential
complex
significantly exceed the
scale of the surrounding
historical buildings. One
of them blocks the axis
of
Potyomkinskaya
Street,
“overhanging"
over the central building
of the historic ensemble
of the Preobrazhensky
Regiment barracks.

After the complex of a scientific institute (1958-1990) was demolished in 2012 at
this very important site, a large residential complex, "Embankment of Europe",
was designed. Then, in 2014, it was decided to erect a group of buildings of the
Supreme Court of the Russian Federation there. The project was designed in the
"Stalinist neoclassicism" style. At the present time the project is suspended.

«Judicial quarter» project,
2014

As a result of the reconstruction of the 2009-2012, the Summer Gardens
suffered a radical renovation. An attempt to restore it as of the epoch of
Peter the Great led to an almost complete loss of authenticity and an
eclectic mixture of different time periods. Genius loci was expelled, and
the garden turned into a fake "Disneyland".

Summer Garden before reconstruction (top)

Summer Gardens
of Peter the Great,
2009-2012 (reconstruction)

Initially, this site was intended
for the construction of a
skyscraper of Gazprom. In the
course of the archaeological
excavations, the remains of the
fortresses of the XIII-XVII
centuries
were
found.
According to the opinion of St.
Petersburg
experts,
an
archaeological museum should
be created here; in addition to
that, the territory is of great
value as a historic landscape.
However, the land belongs to
Gazprom, that does not want
to abandon plans for its
development.

Okhta Peninsula: the site of the then
Swedish fortress Nienschanz,
1992-2010 (archaeological
excavations)

"Imperial", a multi-storey residential complex , does not in the slightest degree
comply with the scale of the surrounding buildings. It morally destroyed
nearby neoclassic buildings and the ensemble of the Novodevichy Convent.

540-034a Moskovskaya Road
(Highway).
"Imperial“ residential complex ,
2007-2014

540-034a Moskovskaya Road (Highway).
«Holiday Inn Moscow Gates» Hotel ,
2006-2009
The multi-storey building of the hotel damaged the
dominant character of the Moscow Triumphal Gate
(1830s). During its construction, the Culture House
(1930-1931), an architectural monument of the era of
constructivism, was demolished and replaced by a
replica .
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The implementation of the project of residential house beside
the ensemble of the Chesme Palace within the boundaries of
the World Heritage site threatens to block the esplanade
leading to the ensemble from Moskovsky Prospekt. The
projected building with facades in exaggerated "historic" style
will assume the role of the main dominant, reducing the value
of the historical ensemble.

540-034a Moskovskaya Road (Highway).
Project of residential house in front of
the Chesme Palace, 2016

540-008 Pulkovskaya Observatory
540-030 Izhorsky Bench (Glint)
540-034a Moskovskaya Road (Highway)
Development of shopping and infrastructure facilities, 2005-2015
The urbanization of this
section of the highway
(540-034a) and the
construction of trade
facilities there cripple
aesthetic values and
reduce the importance
of the Pulkovskaya
Mountain (part of
component 540-030)
and
Pulkovskaya
Observatory (540-008)
which dominate in the
surrounding landscape.

540-008 Pulkovskaya Observatory
540-036 “The Green Belt of Glory of Leningrad”
540-034 The Roads
Projects of residential complexes, one of which has already begun to be
implemented, are a threat to the dominant role of the Pulkovskaya
Observatory and its garden, will hinder the celestial bodies observation
due to light pollution. Their location is authorized with complete
disregard of the "Blockade Ring“, element 540-036a, crossing this area.

The Wedding Registration Palace is supposed to be erected in the water area
of the Neva, in the territory of component 540-029. This worthless land lot
was not razed after the construction of the granite wall of the embankment.
Then it handed over to private ownership, the new owner seeking to gain
profits from it.
The new building,
if it is erected,
would break the
smooth line of
the embankment
and make an
inappropriate
dissonance to the
ensemble in the
"Stalinist
neoclassicism“
style (1930s).

540-029
The Neva River with Banks
Wedding Registration
Palace Project, 2017

Multi-storey residential complexes erected on the banks of
the Neva, in the territory of component 540-029, have
become new powerful dominants in the panoramas of the
river, marking a new round of its urbanization. Two of the
eastern ones will invade the panoramas opening from
component 540-022.

540-029 The Neva River with Banks
Residential complexes, 2009-2017
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2. Residential complex «Megalith»
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3. Residential complex «Youth»

540-029 The Neva River with Banks
Residential complexes

4. Residential complex «Alexander Nevskiy»
5. Residential complex «Riverian»

6. Residential complex «Perter the Great and
Catherine the Great»
7. Residential complex «Neva sails»

In the 2000s, component 540-022 underwent radical changes:
now, its panoramas are dominated by the reconstructed northern
church which was previously located in the Vologda region. This
structure is inappropriate in the historical landscape of St.
Petersburg surroundings.

540-022 The Ensemble of the Zinoviev's
Datcha («Bogoslovka» Estate), 2005-2008
(wrongful reconstruction of the church)

However, the reconstruction
of the manor house lost in
1968 and the restoration of
the park have not been
carried out. On the opposite
bank of the Neva, multistorey residential complexes
are being erected, which will
hopelessly distort the image
of the country estate.

540-034g Petergofskaya Road

As a result of multi-storey apartment buildings' erection
in 2003-2016 at the border of the ensemble of the XVIII
c., park "Alexandrino“, significant damage was done to
the latter. Now these buildings dominate in the
panoramas opening from the Peterhofskaya road. Scale
relationships between the palace and the park landscape
are violated, the central composition role of the historic
building is reduced.

540-034g Petergofskaya Road
Alexandrino Estate and
new residential complexes, 2003-2017

540-013 The Monastery Troitse-Sergieva Pustin
Construction of hypermarkets and infrastructure facilities,
2007-2011
In 2007-2008, the the former monastic
fields near the monastery were occupied
by two giant supermarkets, "temples of
commerce". The landscape surrounding
the ensemble was irreparably distorted.
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Restorative work on the ensemble of
the Konstantinovsky Palace in
Strel'na was carried out with
numerous violations of scientific
methods of conservation and the
principles of the Venice Charter.

540-014 The Palace and Park Ensembles of the Village of
Strelna and its Historical Centre, 2000-2003, 2003-2010
(renovation)

A number of new elements that have
never existed, the sculpture of the
grotto, statues and fountains of the
Lower Garden, the pavilion on the
round island, were incorporated to
the historical composition. Once
again, the new paved road made it
impossible to restore the upper
English Garden. The original pavilion
of the greenhouse was demolished,
the new one built in its place did not
correspond to the historic prototype.
Etc., etc.

540-015 The Palace and Park Ensemble "Mikhailovka“,
2008-2015 (renovation)

In 2008, in the territory of the
estate its renovation for the
placement of the Graduate
School of Management began.
In accordance with the ideas of
the project's author Nikita
Yaveyn, the territory of the
ensemble was significantly
reduced. Greenhouses were
demolished; in the western
part of the ensemble, around
the church,
buildings of
intricate configuration that did
not keep with the spirit of this
place were erected. A dead wall
was built along the Peterhof
highway at this section (see
next page).

540-015 The Palace and Park Ensemble "Mikhailovka"
The largest damage to the
ensemble was caused by a
half-buried ellipsoid erected
in front of the Stables Corps,
the main historic dominant
of the manor from the
Peterhof Highway.
Top: Ensemble before renovation

Right: Fake
"Russian Village"
on the historic
estate territory

Right: the place of
the estate of the
Tsar Peter's minion,
Alexander
Menshikov, that is
under protection,
but almost
completely built up
by modern cottages
Site “Favorite”

540-017c Peterhof. The Lugovoy (Ozerkovy) Park
Capture of rural landscapes by cottages, 1990s - 2017

Top: the park in the end of XIX c.

The park was set up in the
middle of the XIX c. at the orders
of Nicholas I as a model of a
synthesis of park and rural
landscapes. Only the central part
of the park is under protection,
rural landscapes are captured by
cottages.

540-020a Historical Centre of the
Town of Lomonosov (Oranienbaum)
Destruction of historic monuments
of the early XIX century, 2010-2011

The unique ensemble of
wooden barracks of the
early
XIX
c.
built
according to the project
of
the
outstanding
architect Vasily Stasov,
was
barbarously
demolished
at
the
direction of the St.
Petersburg administration
in 2010-2011. Primitive
cottages were erected on
the site of the destroyed
buildings.

540-020 e-k
Estates in surroundings of Oranienbaum
Destruction of historic monuments and landscapes, 1990s-2017
Manor houses of seaside estates are being destroyed. Coastal landscapes are
lost, today, a port and fuel terminals are on these sites. In order to construct
one of them, the oak grove of the XVII-XVIII centuries was cut down.
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540-030 Izhorsky Bench (Glint)

540-030 Izhorsky Bench (Glint)
Capture of landscapes by cottages, 2000s - 2017

540-030 Izhorsky Bench (Glint)
540-009 The Palace and Park Ensemble of the Village of Ropsha
Capture of landscapes by cottages, 2000s - 2017

540-031a Dudergofskaya Elevation
Objects of sports infrastructure and projects of cottages on Kirchhoff Mount, 1998-2017

Dudergofskaya elevation is a
unique nature monument of
the glacial period. The history
of the Finns who had inhabited
these lands before accession to
Russia connected with the
Dudergofskie heights. There
was a Lutheran church on the
Kirchhof Mount, until now a
Finnish cemetery has been
being here. Here there were
maneuvers of the Russian army
and battles of the 2nd World
War. After 1998, ski lifts have
been installed on the top of the
mountain, the relief has been
changed. The eastern slope, on
which ski slopes are arranged,
has lost its forest and grass
cover. In 2016-2017 the
construction of other sports
facilities has been started.

540-009 The Palace and Park Ensemble of the Village of
Ropsha,
Destruction of the palace due to weather impact in the
absence of conservation, 2000s - 2015
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2017

After the military unit
had left the palace,
the building was not
used
and
slowly
deteriorated. In 2012,
it was transferred to
the state museum
"Peterhof", but no
attempts were made
to
conserve
the
monument. As a
result, in 2015 the
colonnade and the
gable of the central
portico collapsed. At
present, the building
is transferred to the
“Rosneft” company ,
its future is unclear. In
any
case,
the
authenticity of the
object
will
be
significantly lost.

540-010 The Palace and Park Ensemble of the
Village of Gostilitsy

Since the Second World
War, the palace is in
tatters. Other elements
of the ensemble, with
the exception of the
restored church, are in
unsatisfactory condition
too. The park is
neglected.

540-024 The E.I.Lopukhina's (Levashov's, Viazemsky's) «Osinovaya Roshcha». Fire, 1991
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The central part of the
palace perished in the
fire.
The
wings
surviving after the fire,
in the absence of
conservation,
have
now almost completely
collapsed. Nearby a
large
residential
complex is built .

540-021 Scientific Town-Institution of Physiologist Ivan Pavlov (Koltushi)
540-032 Koltushskaya Elevation

The scientific town built in the early 1930's under the leadership of the first Russian Nobel laureate I. Pavlov in a very
bad condition because of the lack of maintenance,. The cottages of scientific workers decayed, the great scientist's
mansion burnt down in April 2017. A shopping complex was built at the main entrance to the park and tasteless small
structures were installed. To the West of the park there is a multi-storey residential construction. The official boundaries
of component 540-032 do not correspond to its true dimensions, it undergoes intensive urbanization.

Alluvium of new territories in the Neva Bay - the potential
buffer zone of many components of the World Heritage site
completed
projects
unrealized
approved
projects

For many decades, to arise projects for the
alluvium of new territories in the Neva Bay
have continue. Appropriate administrative
decisions are made. And this despite that it
is the sea vestibule of St. Petersburg,
landscape in which Peter I inscribed the port
of Kronstadt, coastal seaside residences and
manors. This water landscape, the natural
buffer zone of the World Heritage site, is
under constant threat.

Delhi 2017, CIVVIH, draft of resolution

Resolution on the disturbing situation of the World Heritage site “Historic Centre of Saint Petersburg and Related
Groups of Monuments”
Recognizing the outstanding universal value of the architectural ensembles and cultural landscape of St. Petersburg
and the St. Petersburg agglomeration inscribed to the World Heritage List as object No. 540 "The Historic Centre of
St. Petersburg and related groups of monuments",
Taking into account the retrospective Statements of Outstanding Universal Value, adopted by the 39th Session of the
World Heritage Committee (Bonn, 2015),
Noting that, despite repeated requests expressed in resolutions of sessions of the World Heritage Committee, on the
need for an appropriate buffer zone, special management bodies and management plan for the property, they were
not created,
Noting also that the international protection status of St. Petersburg has not been taken into account in the St.
Petersburg Master Plan and in the current Project of the protection zones, that the national protection status of
many components and elements of the property has not been brought in line with its international status yet,
Expressing concern over the growing degradation of the World Heritage Site 540 due to the intensive urban
development and the implementation of new building projects without regard to its Outstanding Universal Value,
The Members of the International Committee on Historical Cities and Villages (CIVVIH) - ICOMOS at the meeting in
New Delhi on 9 December 2017 adopted the following resolution:
- to draw the attention of the Russian Federation to the inadmissibility of ignoring the provisions of the Convention
Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, and in particular Paragraph 172 of
the Operational Guidelines for its implementation when making decisions on the construction of new buildings and
structures within the territory components and elements of the World Heritage site;
- to prepare a Heritage Alert for the World Heritage site;
- to urge the Russian Federation to organize an International Forum of Experts for considering the situation with the
World Heritage site in St. Petersburg;
- to urge the Russian Federation to speed up the review and approval of project documentation for assigning the
national protection status to the components of the World Heritage site.

